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illustrated. 1861 edition. Excerpt: . . . which we have no ground for doubting, they must both be referred to a
much later period tll-1 the era when the author flourished. The language of the 1109111 is that of Craven, in
Yorkshire; and, although the composition is acknowledged on all hands to be one of the reign of Henry Vll. , the
provincialisms of that most interesting mountain district NW9 been so little aHected by the spread of education,
that the F819 Sewe is at the present day perfectly comprehensible 110 any Cmve Peasant, and to such a reader
neither note not glossary 5 necessary. Dr. Whitakers explanations are, therefore, few Bud brief, for he was
thoroughly acquainted with the language math district. Scott, on the contrary, who knew nothing Of 5115 129
dialect, and confounded its pure Saxon with his Lowland Scotch, gives numerous notes, which only display his
want of the requisite local knowledge, and are, consequently, calculated to mislead. The Felon Sewe belongs to
the same class of compositions as the Hunting of the Hare, reprinted by Weber, and the Townmnent qf
Totienkam, in Percys Reliques. comic romance was a sort of parody upon the usual subjects of THE FELON
SEWE OF ROKEBY. although they have not descended to us. to have met with an old chivalric romance, in
which the leading incidents were similar to those of the Felon Sewe. It may be observed, also, in reference to this
poem, that the design is twofold, the ridicule...
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