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to explicate a rational strategy held by leading members of the important terror organizations. The widespread
repetition of major themes and stated goals over time, actions taken that are within the parameters of and
seemingly inspired by these political grand strategic claims, and the existence of similar ideas in all sorts of
captured intelligence materials worldwide which have demonstrated clear communications and connections
among the groups, all strongly suggest that, varied utopian goals notwithstanding, there is a coherent political
grand strategy that can be understood as animating and loosely coordinating extreme Islamist terrorism of
this type. This political grand strategy also is supported by a distinctive military grand strategy to attain the
political goals. The extreme Islamists have been quite forthcoming in advocating those plans. But do they mean
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revisionist Sovietologists and Realists would have predicted,...
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