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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: .a curious Zulu dance one evening: Miss Colenso had ordered a grass-
burning to take place on our account, as it is a very singular and weird sight; of course the fire was not allowed
to spread too far. It was a very dark night, and the bright light from the flames lighted up the surrounding
country with a lurid glow, bringing out every object distinctly, and the dark figures leaping about the flames
looked truly demoniacal. It was not out by the time we went to dinner; but as we were sitting talking over our
dessert, a most unearthly noise began outside the house, yells, and groans, and clapping of hands: we rushed to
the window and stepped out; there were our fire friends, about thirty in number, headed by Hash the cook,
attired in a very short shirt, carrying a small lantern. The natives stood in a semicircle, and as soon as we
appeared, one of them brandishing a huge bough sprang forward, and amidst a kind of howling chorus, began
to leap, and bound, and flourish his branch. His design was to pretend he was fighting; when he was killed
another began, and this went on for some little time, till the signal was given that it was enough, when they
formed into single file, and still headed by the yelling Hash, marched off in order to be regaled with coffee, it
being quite unlawful to give a native either beer, wine, or spirits....
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