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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.| received my first helicopter flight at the age of 16. My cousin, Larry
Mason, flew the first helicopter for Channel 9 Television News in Cincinnati, Ohio. | was immediately hooked on
flying, but had no idea that I, too, might someday become a helicopter pilot. Graduating in 1966 from
Beavercreek High School near Dayton, Ohio, | went on to Ohio State University to become a teacher. But |
readily admit that | was too concerned about where the parties were and not concerned enough about where
the Library was! With too many Cs and Ds and not enough As and Bs, | did not have the Grade Point Average to
return to Ohio State the next year. | went to a nearby Junior College for a couple of semesters but | knew that if
I was not going full time to a 4 year University or if | wasn t married with at least one child, | was probably going
to be drafted. (I did receive my draft notice, but by that time | had already signed up.) With this in mind, |
started visiting Recruiters, stopping at the Army first. As soon as Warrant Officer Flight School was mentioned,
the recruiter had my full attention; | would train to be a helicopter pilot! Basic Training began in April of 1968
and graduation from Rotary Wing Flight School was in April of 1969. Having been selected to fly Dustoff before
completion of flight school, | attended what was referred to as a condensed Combat Medic s Course at Ft. Sam
Houston, San Antonio, Texas. There, 24 pilots from my flight class of over 200 men received the...
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