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Subject: Space sciences -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 of funding. The key term here is effective; there be
developed alternatives in the scheduleNASAs long-range planning seems formally to and scope of the program
that correspond to be quite good, requiring few modifications. How-realistic alternatives in the final budgets.
ever, if there were a stronger national policy com-Finally, subject to full discussion and periodic mitment to
space science, NASAs long-range review, the plan could incorporate decisions re-planning would be less
affected by instabilities flecting the balance to be struck among subdisci-deriving from extreme budget
fluctuations and pline. by delays in portions of the manned program on which the science program is
dependent. New Starts v. Programs Because space science projects require a decade The current practice of
designing most flight of work from serious inception to significant fund-missions as independent new starts
tends to em-ing, a good long-range plan should span 10 to 15 phasize the space spectaculars and to distort
years. Within the general guidelines of any plan, priorities of space science, thus reducing the effi-however,
flexibility must be maintained, first, ciency with which its objectives are pursued. In because the priorities of
science may change, and many cases a more cost-effective method would second, because budgets tend to
fluctuate. Given be to support continuing programs, which might that a base budget has been established as a
mat-include small-to moderate-sized missions as part ter of national policy, the plan could make...
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