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illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: . .. SEEKING A SIGN. Lesson read from 2 Kings v. Then certain of the scribes and of the
Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. --Matthew xii. 38. In modern times we find
occasionally an impatience in studying the histories of old times; but the chapter | read to you, though quaint
and inconceivable to us in some respects, is still full of wisdom and instruction. There you see what men
thought about God and the gods of old times--how men found out that there is no God but God, yet still thought
that there was no God but the God of Israel, and that His jurisdiction extended not beyond the bounds of their
own parish. This exclusive feeling is often set forth even in the sublime liturgies of the Church, and the people
open their mouths but not their understandings when they repeat, Among all the gods there are none like unto
Thee, O God. Now it would be sheer nonsense for you and me to sing that, except historically; we know there
are no other gods at all. So we come to know how slowly men grow, even to such knowledge as is possible to
them, and we see how long it took for the idea of the One Only God to be established. We read the history of the
pleasing little Jewish damsel, and what faith she had in the prophet of her parish; how she said, on...
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